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atifle and Crap Shooting. 

j mee all communications to the Forest and Stream Publish- 
tng Co, 

RANGE AND GALLERY. 

| BOSTON, Jan. 2.—The attendance at the range at Walaut Hill to- 
day was larger than usual, and good weather conditions were had, 
with the exception of a 12 o’clock fish-tail wind, which gave some 
trouble. Onihe 12th inst., the annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Rifle Association will be held at the Quiney House at 6 o'clock, and 
the annual dinner will be served at 7:30 P.M. Business of importance 
is to be transacted, The results of to day's shoot were: 

Decimal Off-Hand Match. 
HF Richardson, D............ eesyeeee 9 810 9 9 710 5 9 9-87 
W_H Oler, D........ ive sae 2. 9 % %I010 810 4 6—s83 
R Reed, D,........ Ne ee etree 410 91010 6 9 7 9 F—B81 
{JUL ELT Arc 0 Le es ee De et i ed 91010 8 5 % 6 B 7 10—80 
pieAUT Ai AC Mateews tr Leh ce enccnte orp ee 48% 105 oe Bet 
L218) OR) ESTE: Cay a 4 7 510 5 710 710 5—73 
PeeWiThin tons. ee ec laaand ss +7106 ¥ 5 42°9 9 4 4-65 
RUGKELITONE ULC GtN, hese aad kan Us aisle 828 8 7 6 4 6 9 B—55 
LIE WAI ses Loo; olan e cy tee wag Ded Bb 4 Gate Bod oe tBeBEn 

Military Match, Standard American Target. 
RIBICEHECIR UME Seen UK hs deetdinacut es teh 8 8 8 7 9 910 9 9-84 
Pea AN LLG WAL aba ple tals ae cnwcm a i oeee .9 6 9 9 8 9 510 5 10—80 
2200 Danni kei bye ta ee See See ea ER, i8 8 7 8 8 910 9 6—£0 
IC APEED Eo, oneness err ase (oe stad te Dobe fy bse 
p27 DEA es pn aug of ihc ree ee fl oS by eho AW sy. 

Rest Match. 
ATAU de tetra ded Soe n es cee Sa esuert 10 10 10 1010 10 9 10 10 10—99 
G Roberts,....... eee On tee ee 10 91010 1010 9 10 10-97 
MMIC Er Re Pea LLP ens tien On hy atteren ere 10 910 910 10 10 10 10 10—98 
NOVY SIMPL YUU pr k y a hs cetyencen, 10 8 9 ¥10 91010 9 10—94 
RCE] oc Pa is ee a ee 9 710 7 81010 8 7 Y—B83 
CW Hodgdon....,-. Neiieiddes ferent eer 81010 6 9 910 4 8 7—B8I 

THE CHAMPION MILITARY SHOT.—Major Andrew S. Burt, 
Highth Infantry. who has a national reputation asfa crack shot, and is 
now stationed at Fort Bidwell, Cal., has made the best individual 
score thus farreported during this season. Therecords show that 
he has made a perfect seove (100) at each of the 200, 500, 600 and 800- 
yard ranges, 96 at the 300 yard, and 98at the 1,000-yard range, making 
a tonal of 594 ont of a possible 600, or‘99 per cent. ‘The total is slightly 
in excess of the score made last season at Fort Missoula, Mont.. by 
Lieutenant M. C. Wilkinson, Third Infantry, who headed the list of 
skarpshooters witha percentage of 98.22. 

MILITARY MAGAZINE ARMS.—Brigadier General 8. V. Benet, 
Chief of Ordnance, has tabulated the company reports on the three 
Diagazine arms issued to the army, and under date of Dec, 15 trans- 
Taits them to the Secretary of War. In his note of transmittal he says: 
“These guns—the Lee, Chaffee-Reece and Hotchkiss:-were recom- 
mended for trial in the order named!by a board of officers convened in 
1881 under authority of law, and were distributed to the Army for the 
purpose by the Lieutenant General of the Army. The st ata from 
i45 companies have been received, examined and tabulated. Oom- 
paring the three magazine guns with each other the reports are, for 
the Lee, 55; Chaffee-Reece, 14; Hotchkiss, 26. As niagazine guns. 
therefore, tae reports’are largely in favor of the Lee. Comparing the 
magazine guns with each other and with the Springfield service rifle. 
as Single loacers, the preference is for the Peaeaee as follows: 
For the Lee, 5; Chaffee-Reece, 0; Hotchkiss. 1; pringfield, 21. Com- 
paring the magazine guns and the Springfield for all uses the prefer- 
ence is; For the Lee, 10; Chafffe-Reace, 3; Hotchkiss, 4, and the 
Springfield, 46, being largely in favor of the Springfield. After a 
careful consideration of these reports [ am satisfied that neither of 
these magazine guuos should be adopted and substituted for the 
Sprivefield rifleas the arm forthe service. I have been, and am, 
an advocate fora magaz’ne gun, but it would seem the part of wis- 
dom to postpone for the present any further efforts toward the adop- 
tion of a suitable magazine arm for the service. The Springfield rifie 
gives such general satisfaction to the Army that we ean safely wait 
a reasonable time for further developments of magaziné systems." 

NEWARK, N. J., Jan. 1.—Rifle shooting in this city has suddenly 
taken a drop, During 1884 there were seven organizations in the 
field, and now only two that may be called permanent exist, namely, 
the Frelinghuysen and Hssex clubs, The Celiuloid Association dis- 
handed in February last and shortly after the Domestic Rod and Riile 
Club followed suit. The Washington, Plymouth and Western clubs 
disbanded in 1884. the members joining the remaining associations in 
the city. It has been extremely difficult to open a tournament, as 
little interest is manifested in gallery shooting, and not only this, but 
the majority of members—who are mostly mechanics and out of em- 
ployment—tind it difficult to retain their menibership, as money is 
scarce. During the year 1884 the Newark Rifle Association, which 
comprises all the clubs in the city, numbered 470 members. Since 
that time it has dwindled down to about one third, and at a special 
meeting of the Association it was unanimously voted that the clubs 
discontinue their annual tournaments and confine all gallery shoot- 
ing to their individual ranges; also, that the clubs entertain all chal- 
lenges frem outside associations. The Frelinghuysen Rifle Club, 
organized on May 16, 1879, consequently is the oldest in the city. Tha 
Officers elected at the last annual meeting are: J. K. Walsh, Presi- 
dent; John Bose, Vice-President; A. OC. Neumann, Secretary and 
Treasurer; Rifle Inspector, 8. H. Shackelford; Delegates to the N. R. 
A,—J. K, Walsh and A, C, Neumann. The Hssex Rifle Club still con- 
tinues atits range coraer Lush and Bank, with at present 47 mem- 
bers. All communications to the Newark Ritle Association should be 
addressed to A. OC. Neuman, 208 Mulberry street. The Newark clubs 
have shot only two matches outside since the defeat of the Zettlers, 
yiz., Essex, of Newark; Washington, of New York.—A, C, N 

THE NEW YORK STATE ARM.—Adajt.-Gen. John G. Farnsworth, 
in his annual report, made during the past week to the Governor, 
speaks of the plan to supplant the present .50 caliber State model 
arm with the Springfield, as follows: ‘'Toe arms of the Guard are in 
serviceable condition, but a change in the caliber of the Remington 
rifle in use to conform to that of the piece used by the United States 
Army becomes more apparent each year, and the recommendation 
of the Adjutant-General of the Army in his annual report, thal a. 
general act of Congress should be passed in the approaching session 
providing for immediate exchange of all obsolete arms in the hands 
of the militia of the several States for improved Springfield rifles, 
caliber .45, is a step in the right direction which I most heartily in- 
dorse. A bill to carry out thisrecommendation has been introduced 
in Congress, and I would respectfully suggest that action bs taken by 
the Legislature to urge the Senators and Representatives from this 
State to use their efforts to further its passage.” 

SPRINGELELD, MASS., Jan. 1.—The Rod and Gun Rifle Club had a 
fair attendance at their shoot at Lake Lookout to-day. The Massa- 
chusetts target was used and the scores made ware very good, con- 
sidering the unfavorable wind which blew throughout the afternoon, 
The scores: 
PE PEP UGTB sel sats. lebe)stain <nleleiele lore 101011 98111210 9 10 12—105 
BTA Ee seen. y= re pe elateta tt ona irtctsicl WitiW 8 a 912:11 § 10—104 
PRM ING Ay cs. seas go seen sy ey ae 10.10 12 10 11 12 9 9 10 10—103 
“Pe Or eee Se ae 912 8 7 810 81112 6— 91 
LBL UA Oe) (0 SS eee eee ele e eed tract cs 79 7 9 412121011 8— 88 
PILCTUB hats nected cas cat Fein eres 127 91010 3 6 9 6 5— 7 
DYESS leet one en wires mae setere ber > 685 810 8 8 9 7 YT 6 76 

ZETTLER RIFLE CLUB.—Dec, me a gered Club shoot, ring tar- 
get, possible 120, zallery i100ft. long: M. L, Rigs 114, D. Muller 111, 
M. Dotrier 112, M. B. Bogel 114, A. Lobar 113,G, Zimmermann 111, 
H. Holges 110, L. Flach 108, C. W. Karcher 100,—N. D. Warp, Sec, 

THE TRAP. 

Correspondents who favor us with club scores are particularly re- 
quested to write on one side of the paper only. 

SAN FPRANGISCO, Dec, 20,—The habitues of Bird’s Point were re- 
inforced to-day by an influx of visitors, and the first match on the 
list was contested by sportsmen from various States and foreign 
countries. Mr. Grove, of Texas, took first, $40; W. L. Kyre took $25, 
second money, and Mr, McAlpine $15 as third on the list. Birds were 
good and strong on the wing, and some phenomenal shooting was the 
result, The outcome of the event was more or less a surprise to the 
betting fraternity, woo made Mr. McAlpine a hot fayorite, Follew- 
ing is the score: ‘vs ‘ 
(AIGVE Rs Foes. 11111101111i—1i Philips,........,,,.10110101110i—8 
McAlpine.......... 111011101110— 9 Wilkins....., +» =+-- 101711001001 —7 
Jones.....2: ~.---0100)1010011— 6 Carr .,,,,.......,..000111110110—7 
WOYT@. «psec nena es 111101110111—10 Parrott ...........- 111001001111—8 
THE NW JERSEY CHAMPIONSHIP.—B''S. Payne, of Jersey City, 

holds the New Jersey State champion badge, having won it at the 
Jast. tournament, Sept. 19, killing all his birds, 15struight. But by all 
odds the best and most reliable wing-shot of the State is John L, 
Brewer, commonly called Jack Brewer, of Harmmondtown, Atlantic 
county,_ONE WHo Knows. = 

NT $$ —————_—————————————— ————————————————e 

j aEaEont ze iboey ee ae satin beat ae of fee caee 
io-day and with food weather conditi ad s)Spart, 8 scores ran; 1. Five birds—Curtis first. a Five t 1s Ade mas and Curtis first, 8, Wive straightaway birds—Nichols first. “4:-Novelty 
Match—Curtis first. 5. Five birds—Lovejoy and Adams first. 6, Five 
birds—Robinson first. 7, Three’ pairs double=Snow first. 8. Five 
birds—Curtis and Adams first, 9. Five birds—Curtis and Lovejoy 
first, 10. Novelty match—Curtis first, 11. Five straightaway birds— 
Snow first. 12. Three pairs double—Robinson first. 13, Five birds— 
Snow and Lovejoy first. 14. Miss and out match—Curtis and Faulkner 
divided. 15, Miss and out match—Curtis, Faulkner and Adams divided, 
16. Three pairs doublés—Faulkner and Robinson, 17. Five birds— 
Robinson first. 18. Five straightaways, 2fyds._Lovejoy first. 19. 
Pive birds—Curtis first. 20, Five birds straightaway. 33yds.—Nichols 
first, 21. Team mateh, 5 birds from 5 traps—First team: Lovejoy 4, 
Adams 4, Snow 2, Allen 4, Slocum 3, Praneis 2: total 19. Second team: 
Curtis 4, Faulkner 4, Nichols 1, Robinson 4, Hart 8, Draper 1; total 17, 
WELLINGTON, Mass., Jan, 2,—The first shoot of the Wellineton 

Gun Club for 1886 occurred to-day. ‘The yarious events resulte as 
follows: 1. Five pizeons—Stanton and Bancroft first, 2. Five black 
birds—Bartlett, Williams and Crosby first. 3. Fiye pigeons—NSan- 
born first. 4. Five blackbirds—Sanborn first. 5. Five pigeons—Olys 
and Pond first. 6. Fiye blackbirds=Shumway, Swift and Bartlétt 
first, 7. Five blackbirds, straightaway—Olys first, 8. Three pair 
pigeous—Snow, Shumway and Stanton first. 9, Three pair black- 
birds—Bartlett first. 10. Five pigéons—Bartlett and Parker first, 11, 
Five blackbirds—Olys, Stanton and Bartlett first. 12, In the medal 
match the ties were shot off, resulting in Byans taking trophy No, a 
Buffum No. 2 and Wilson No, 3. 

TORONTO, Dec. 40,—The continuation of the pigeon tournament at 
D, Beldam’s, Malvern, commenced yesterday morning, the first item 
on the programme being the finish of the individual shoot, which 
brought out the fourth squad, This squad included the marksmen 
who did not shoot during the last day’s meeting. Following is the 
score, 15 birds each, 26yds. rise, Toronto Gun Club rules: 
J Jennings ,,, ,00111110011110110 Bmo............ 601000 retired, 

) -. 1000011011 retired, 
REA ie 0101110000 retired. J Bell....... ,..001011101011retir'd 

Wilson..... 00000 retired. D Beldam 110111001001111 —10 
This concluded the indiyidualshoot.” The first prize of $35 going to 

J. Townend, second, $25, to C. Small, who Killed all his birds; two of 
which unfortunately dropped dead out of bounds: third, $15, to J. 
Gould; fourth and fifth were divided between J. Wilson and J. Doug- 
lass; the sixth and seventh prizes were divided. , 

After lunch the team shoot commenced. It brought 
tatives of four clubs. The Toronto 
birds: Owl Guu Club, No. 2 squad, 15 birds; Toronto Gun Club, No. 1 
squad, 22 birds; and Owl Gun Glub, No. 1 squad, 21 birds. The Bing- 
ham Gun Club retired after shooting at five birds each, The Toronto 
Gun Club, No. 1, thus won the five gold medals, winning by one bird. 
A mach has been made between J. Bell and J. Townsend for $100. a 

side, at 50 pigeons each, the trial io be made on Jan. 29, A match 
has also been arranged between J. Wilson and D. Beldam, for $20 a 
side, at 10 double birds, to come off on the same date, 

CLUB SCORES.—Correspondents who favor us with scores are 
requested to send them im as soon as possible after the matches 
described. We go to press Wednesdays; and it 1s necessary that 
er etd for pyyleouiem should be in hand by Monday, or Tuesday 
at the latest. 

NEWARK, N.J.—The wing shots hereabout are very busy just now 
aud there are many enjoyable little meets: On New Year’s Day the 
Norfolk Gun Olub held a match on the South Orange road. The con- 
ditions were 9 birds each, 25yds. rise, one ground trap. The scores 
were: Meyers 9. Kearney 7, Weigand, Meisel and Oschwald each 6, 
Doersbacheér 2, and Maybuss 2. 
In the maten of the Vailsburg Gun Club on the same day, H. Har- 

tenstein was declared winner wilh ascore of 8 ont of 10 birds at 
2iyds. rise. The other scores were: Reibold and ©. Hartenstein each 
7, Waag 6, MeByoy 3. : : ; 
On Jan, 2A. J. Rust, of Philadelphia. and L. B. Campbell. of Little 

Silver, N. J., shot a pigeon match at Erb’s prounds for $200, which 
resulted in a victory for the Jerseyman by three birds, Tbe condi- 
tions of the match were: Thirty-five birds each. 25 yards rise, one 
barrel, find, trapand handle. James Van Brockel, of Matawan, was 
referee, and ank Klintze, of Philadelphia, and D. Applegate 

eeeaae 

out represen- 
Gun Club, No, 2 squad, killed 16 

judges, The attendance was the no Vee Ss on @ pigeon shooting 
round in many years. Thescore is as follows: P hic 

Bag. Sag Sheen * Aha gine ee re tn 100011101101 11001101011111090111100—21 
Wampboll: . 220-2 fl ae 11011111111010010010111111110101001—24 

After the match a number of sweepstakes were shot off, which 
were won by Mr. William Graham, of London, who has just come to 
this country to answer any challenge. 

A CHALLENGE.—Editor Forest and Stream: We the undersigned 
would like to shoot a friendly match, at clay-pigeons, clay-birds, or 
any other target, against any two young men under twenty-one years 
of age, in or near New York. Answer through Forest AND STREAM. 
We are both under twenty-one years of age.—S, anp L. 

LOGAN'S MARKSMANSHIP.—General Logan is very fond of out 
door sporis. He is an admirable horseman and swordsman, and 
knows how to handle a rifle. He is one of the best pistol-shots in the 
country. He has the handsomest; dueling pistols in Washington. But 
he is the last man to brag of his strength or skill. When down at the 
Hot Springs of Arkansas a few years ago trying to throw off a ps- 
culiarly severe attack of rheumatism he astonished the 'pistel experts 
of that pistoling country. Onone occasion a dozen of young men 
were practicing from the piazza ot the General’s hotel at a bottle 
laid on the broad crotch of a distant tree. ‘The bottle was round, 
Unless it was hit plumply in the middle it spun round and round like 
atop. The young men were good shots, but now and then they would 
miss the somewhat difficult mark. Then the invalid Senator would 
chaff them. The young men finally became irritated and asked the 
General if he could improve upon their skill. After a little more 
chaffing the General said: ‘I'll tell you fellows what Qwilldo. There 
are twelve of you, but Ill promise you each a box of cigars every 
time you hit the bottle if yow ll promise me a, box eyery tinie I hit it.” 
The boys accepted the proposition instantly. "Pll shoot first, and, if 
I hit, I'm to shoot again until I miss.” They had no objections, so 
the General fired twelve consecutive shots, each time breaking 
different bottle, while the young men’s eyes opened wider and wider. 
‘Do you want any more?”’ he asked, after the twelfth shot. “No,” 
said the young men, hastily, *‘I guess not,’’? “You can send those 
twelve boxes to my. room whenever you'reready, gentlemen,” saidthe 
General, as he lounged away. ‘Some day whenl have more leisure 
T'll give you an hour's instraction in target-shooting.”’ But the boys 
never held him to his promise, They paid their bets, howeyer, and 
did their practicing when the General was not around.—Vashington 
Correspondence Chicago News. 

NATIONAL GuN ASSOCIATION TOURNAMENTS.—Special Notice.—Mem- 

bers desirous of organizing tournaments in their vicinity, under the 

auspices of the Association, are requested to notify the undersigned, 

All the expenses of the same will be paid by us. Make your arrange- 

ments for 1886. We propose to establish a circuit of tournaments 

annilally. Claim your datesnow. Generaloffice and headquarters, 
Macon, Ga.—Martr R. FREEMAN, Vice-President and General Manager; 

F. ©. Eraripes, Secretary, Macon, Ga. Send 10 centsfor hand book 

containing rules, constitution, etc. ‘Fairly started andéits future 

depends entirely upon the manner in which the sportsmen throughout 
the country respond.’’—C. M. Starx, April 18, 1885.—Ad», 

PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 

Wu. S. Kimpatr & Co., the well-kmown proprietors of the Peerless 
Tobacco Works, at Rochester, N. ¥., haye brought out a “straight 
cut’ cigarette which promises to win the popularity of the famous 
and standard *'Vanity Fair,” known, tried and approved for so many 
years. The Kimball “Old Gold” smoking tobacco 1s one of the 
choicest products 6ver put out by the Peerless Works, and its many 
excellent qualities will be appreciated by every smoker of taste and 
judgment who uses 4 pipe. 

Iv 18 WortTH Brnpinc.—Gorham, Me., Dec. 29—Editor Forest and 
Stream: Ihave been a subscriber of your paper since about 1876. I 
find it one of the best papers of the dozen which! take regularly. 
Having handled a rifle, gun and rod since my sixth year, T have ap- 
proached the sere’and gray time when failing eyesight warns me 
that my shooting days are most past. 1 still love to fish, and as well 
as ever 1 much enjoy your clean sheet. No need to caution my only 
daughter not to open your regularly welcome pages.—McL. 

con- 
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thej d when they bave accumulated their fortu 1b their fonds and vy rat 7 ee 

. 
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Canoeing. 
Address all communicattons to the Forest and Stream Publish- 

ing Co, 

Secretaries of canoes clubs are requested to send to Forusr AND 
SpreEAM their addresses, with name, membership, signals, etc, of 
their clubs, and also notices in advance of meetings and races, and 
reports of the same. Canoeists and all interested in canoeing are 
reqnested to forward to Forms Anp StreAM their addresses, with 
logs of cruises, niaps, and information concerning their local waters, 
parriiates descriptions of boats and fittings, and all items relating 
othe-spurt, - 

THE SNEAKBOX FAMILY. 

I,—THE BARNEGAT SNEAKBOX. 

(CF the many and various small craft found on the coast and inland 
watercourses of the United States, none possesses & more 

marked individuality or niore peculia® features than the little boat 
commonly known as the Barnegat Sneakbox. Confined almost en- 
tirely to the locality where it originated, the long, narrow stretch of 
water cut off from the Atlantic by the low sand heaches of the east 
coast of New Jersey, it is chiefly remarkable for its difference from 
other American boats and its special adaptability to the purpose for 
Which itis built, The sneakbox was first-brought to general notice 
by the cruise made in one, in 1876, from Pittsburgh, Pa., to the Gulf 
of Mexico, by Mr. N. H. Bishop, and so well described by him in 
“Pour Months in a Sneakbox,” published by Lee & Shepard, Boston, 
At the time of Mr. Bishep’s yoyage but little cruising of this sort was 
done; but the wide growth of canoeing and the work of the Ameri- 
can Canoe Association, of which he was the founder, haye since at- 
tracted hundreds to this most fascinating sport, and has stimulated 
the improvement and development of all varieties of small craft that 
aré suitable for cruismg. Among the many craft of late appropriated 
by the wandering cruiser, the sneakbox has come in for a fair share 
of attention, and a great interest has been awakened in the hitherto 
little known and insignificant boat. There are-many who will prefer 
a larger boat than a canoe, and there are many purposes for which 
the latteris safer and more comfortable, To say that a canoe is 
better than a sheakbox, or vice yersa, is absurd: the two haye each 
their special features which do not clash and which must be carefully 
weighed befvure a ehoice is made between them. 

In this connection it is interesting to examine the reasons given by 
Mr. Bishop for hischange' from acanoe to the larger boat, which 
we quote by permission of Messrs. Lee & Shepard from: ‘four 
Months in a Sneakbox,”’ ‘Phe sneakbox offered ample stowage ca- 
pacity, while canoes built to hold one person were oot large enough 
to carry the amount of baggage necessary for a voyage, A Nautilus 
or any improved type of cance, would have been lighter and mare 
easily transported,.and could have been paddled at a higher speed 
with the same effort expended in rowing the heayier sneakbox, but 
the canos did not offer the peculiar advantages of comfort and free- 
dom of bodily motion possessed by its imique fellow craft. HKxperi- 
enced canoeists agree that a canoe of 14ft. in lavgth, which weighs 
only 70lbs. if built of wood, bark, canvas or paper, when out of the 
water, aud resting upon the ground, or even when bedded on some 
soft material, like grass or rushes, cannot support the sleeping 
weight of the canoeist for many successive nights, without becoming 
strained. Light indeed must be the weight and slender and elastic 
the form of the man who can sleep many nights comfortably in a 
70lb, canoe without injuring it, Cedar canoes, after being subjected 
to such use for some time, generally become leaky; so to avoid this 
disaster, the canocist, when threateted with wet weather, is forced 
to the. disagreeable task of troubling some private householder for a 
shelter, or run the riskof injuring bis boat by packing himself away 
in narrow coffin-like quarters and dreaming that he is a sardine, 
BARS his restless weight is every moment straining his delicate canoe, 
and visions of future leaks arise to disturb his tranquillity, 
“The one great advantage possessed by a canoe 1s its lightness. 

Canoeists dwell upon the importance of the light weight of their 
canoes, and thé easé with whieh they can be carried. If the canoeist 
is to sleep in his délicate craft whilemaking a long journey,she must 
be made much heavier than the perfected models now in usein this 
country, many of which sre under 75 pounds weight. This additional 
weight is at once fatal to speed, and becomes burdensome when the 
canoeist is forced to carry his canoe upon his own shoulders over a 
portage. A sneakbox built to carry one person weighs about three 
times‘as much as a well-built cedar capoe.”’ We quote Mr. ieee 
comparison at full length, as the argument has been advanced by 
others against the canoe. It must be considered, however, that his 
canoe was a 28in, paper boat, and that all this was written ten years 
ago. To-day itis possible to obtain a canoe of medium weight that 
will give much more room for sleeping, a wide flat floor, and that 
will stand unlimited usé under a Keayy man without leakage, while 
the modern models have a stowage capacity equal to any require- 
ments of one man. Mr. Bishop's route has since been traversett suc- 
cessfully by a 15ft, canoe. The sneakbox, while heavier, offers more 
room fo move about, cook and sleep than a narrow cance, and where 
salling is the main object, especially in cold weather, and where land 
carriage and housing are not considered, she is superior to the canoe, 
In this series of papers we shall describ first'the ordinary stical- 

box of the Barnegatbaymen, then a modificatioh of this shodting 
beat to the wants of the cruiser, named by its designer, Mr. Bishop, 
the “Barnegat Cruiser,”’ and lastly a still more advanced stage of the 
development into-a cruising and sailing boat built from designs 
specially prepared for the Forest AND STaEAm and which we propose 
to test with a view to its further improvement and adaptation to the 
wants of our readers, All cf these plans will be accompanied by 
complete details and accurate tables of offsets, so that they may be 
used by any one to build from. ‘ 
The sneakbox was originally a gunning boat, built and used for 

ducking on Barnegat Bay, and its history has been thoroughly studied 
by Mr. Bishop, and is given in his book as follows: 
“©aptain Hazelton Seaman, of West Creek village, New Jersey, a 

boat builder and an expert shooter of wildfowl, about the year 1836, 
conceived the idea of constructing for his own use a low-decked boat 
or gunning punt, in which, when its deck was covered with sedge, he 
could secrets himself from the wildfowl while guuning in Barnegat 
and Little Keg Harbor bays. It was important that the boat should 
be sufficiently light to enable a single sportsman to pull her from the 
water on the low points of the bay shores. During the winter months, 
when the great marshes were at Gimes incrusted with snow, and the 
shallow créeks covered with ice, obstacles which must be crossed vo 
reach the open waters of the Sormd, it would be necessary to use her 
ag a sled, to effect which end a pais of ght oaken strips were 
screwed to the bottom of the sneakbox, when she could be easily 
nshed by the guoner, and the transportation of the oars, sail, 

Piankots: guns, ammunition, and provisions (all of which stowed 
under the hatéh and locked up as snugly as if in a strong 
chest) became a very simple matter, While secreted in ‘his 
boat, om the watch for wildfowl, with his craft hidden by 
a covering of grass or sedge, the gunner could approach within 
shooting distance of a flock of unsuspicious ducks; and. this bein 
done in a sueaking manner—though. Mr. Seaman named the result of 
his first effort the ‘Devil's Coffin’—the baymen xave her the soubri- 
quet of ‘Sneakbox.’ and this name sbe has retained to the present. 
Since Captain Seaman built his “Devil's Coffin,’ forty years ago, the 
model has been improved by various builders until ivis believed that 
it has almost attained perfection. The boat has no sheer, and sits 
low in the water. This lack of sheer is supplied by a licht canvas 
apron which is tacked.to the deck, and presents, when stretched up- 
ward by a stick two feet in length, a convex surface to & head sea, 
The water which breaks upon the deck forward of the cockpit is 
turned off at the sides of the boat in almost the samé manner as a 
snowplow clears a railroad track of snow. The apron also protects 
the head and shoulders of the rower from cold head winds, The first 
sheakbox built by Captain Seaman had apiece of canvas stretched 
upon an oaken hoop, so fastened’to the deck that when a head 64a 
struck the bow the hoop and canvas were forcéd upward so as to 
throw the water off its sides, thus effectually preventing its ineress 
inte the hold of the craft. The improyed apron originated with Mr. 
John Crammer, Jr., a ehort time after Captain Seaman built the first 
sheakbox, The second sneakbox was constructed by Mr. Crammer, 
and after ward i Samuel Perme, an old and much-respected bay- 

ip aL b bin aE ane rar Ulery “the peculiar formtoF tte The accompanying design shows clearly the pecw rT 
boat, The Bape onostaga by Mr. J. &. Rushton from a14ft, boat 
built by him. am enlamgémentof Mr. Bishop’s original boat, This 
form of the boatis the best,.for gunning: and sporting and the usual 
size is 12ft,, the samé as the Centennial Republic, The two s¢eales 
given are for 12.and 14f%., while the following tables of offsets alle 
for the same boats. In the first tavle the 12ff, boat is reduced in 
‘beata as well as in length, beings iz. long and 43in. beam, instead of 
148-0010 i.) Ifs larger boatis desired the offsets in) the second table 
may be used, butthe stations will be spaced closer together,'this the 
length, 12ft. or 144in., will be divided into1# parts,or 105-1dim. nearly. 
The lines of the boat are go peculiar that the stations are given at in- i 
tervals of ift. only for greater accuracy i laying off, a ibe 
the- ste} Dien ree the lines dn fi from ble- te rot sep il be to Clare le lines on the Dots fim shea at offsats'selected, as described) on ‘Wat at Bu 
ing.” The stations or sections will ‘be lft, apart; or for a boat lait 
'b0in., as mentioned above, 10516ia. 1b will benoticed that the frac- 
‘sions given in the table are elghths of an inch, the denominator 8 
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This form is used as the fractions are much more easily remembered 
than if halves, quarters and eighths were used together. 

; = ori 12ft. ae 
Length over all................ open totiseatia sabe 12tt. t, 
Length waterline: .... 6.2.1.0... ere. eere ewe, Oft. Gin. 21ft. tin. 
BGAN cgrecetee sic 4 sont eet Pee powers es 8ft, Zin. 4ft. in. 
Depth amidships............. pees teers teceeces 10in, 114in. 
Sheer, bow..... .... eee HUME ss hgeateteee 5%in. din, 
Sheer, stern........ poe Soinaceen Het omaies she lin. Tin. 
SALTS act, 5, ening eels pe Ove ges SSeS son sedis bin. 6in. 
fore side of stem to— ‘ 

MMAR) Ani tes, stats oe ttisiots paevyse geshis 2ft. 84in. 8ft. 3in. 
PISEERU cp er aarercinrs ctieeta terme seereerctire’s. ote «.... oft, Lin, 4ft. Vin. 
Well, fore end.............0006- das Sh ete oe h, raids. lift, 6in. 
Well, after end......... ainsi tk Ne . 9ft. 104in oft. 
Well, width, extreme.......... ee pet aft, Sbin® Qtt. lin. 
Rowlocks..... iss pn meer, seoesss. Tht, Sin. Cd 

MICE ESAOL Plann ne ~co eae cea ence themes oe 7-16in. Yin. 
DHICEN CSS OL GEC 4h wise ale aekn sass eos ie Cal 6in. = ¢-16in, 
HG 1007 012) da ES ON a cP ee +» 1xgin. 1x9-16in, 
Spacing of timbers... 0.0.0.0... cesses ae seeees 10in. 10in. 

TABLES OF OFFSETS. 
TWELVE FOOT SNEAKBOX. 

HEIGHTS. HALF-BREADTHS. 

Station 

Keel. | Deck. |Deck |No. 1., LWL |No. 3.|No. 4.) Keel.| Diag. 

Ft. In. | Ft, In. |Ft.In|Ft.in|Ft.In|/Ft In|Ft In|/Ft tm) Ft. In. 

0 SSP oe SUM Lael or, Bales e caste 33. te ae 14 0 

1 g | 12 a ee Are, Al Peas 16 7 

2 Ea [io Mis Bs eh A. Code 7c Mirage mR a 1¢| 1 0: 

8 13 114 }1 56/1 15) 112} 4S} 18] 17] 1 38 

4 03 10° |1 77/1 48/1 2 | 1 63; 2] 1 47 

5 0 10! }1 9 |1 5¢/1 84/1 08/ Bt) Q2/ 4 54 

wr 0 10 |1 94/1 68)1 4/1 12) 91) Qt| 1 55 

7 0 10 |1 97/1 6)1 4 [4 2] 87) Qe] 1 54 

8 03 10 |1 85/1 B5}1 33/1 08} 7) 2] 1 58 

9 12 10. |1 78/41 43/4 1¢] 103} 387) 2 | 1-48 

10 28 10? | 1 64/1 22} 10°] 51]...... 2/18 

11 44 BCS Ie cae Co (1 Dl a a Qn eet | 

12 66 LA Rie ooe ie etna Nae es Roi key 2 106 ; 

i} 

FOURTEEN-FOOT SNEAKBOX, 

0 16 | 1 64 DOANE el Sewell, osuealentes ran 14 0 4: 

1 108 | 1 47 Cin Page ated ne eee CoP CUR 15 vt 

2 Sw ath Ate 18229) | eee Ss (ie armen CAL ty 5 16}1 12 

3 OE NO ts iy alict8 167i toed ih OG BE No es 17 | 1.44 

4 1 | 11 [110 |1-84)1 2°) 11 B3| 2 | 1 67 4 

5 oO? | 1 03 (1115/1 7e)1 51/1 19} Bo] 21) 1 BR 

6 0 116 |2 0°)1 9 | 1 63/1 97] 102} 23] 4 85 

By 0 114 |}2 1 -|1 94/1 68|41-84) 106] 24) 1-97 

8 0 114 }2 0°)1 94/1 68/1 83), 104). 24] 1 87 

9 02 114 -}2 02/1 92)1. 62/1 26} 95) 24] 1 84 

10 08 114 }1115)/1 8 |1 Bt} 1 18] 7 as] 1 47 

11 2 116 |1204|1 69/4 27] 101]..,... a2] 1-68 as 

12 3° | 10 |4 9/2 37] 42 | a2... g2| 1 5 & 
18 5 | 1 of fa ve] ate] eet.cs foes, | 2) 43 
14 Bey Pde ft bth OF... een aoe 2) 1 04 

Note.—The fractions in this table.are all eighths of an inch. 
_When the lines ‘are laid down the: stern piece or transom is marked 
off and three moulds:are made—one at the midship section, No. 6 or 
7, and the others between it and the ends. The keelis flat, usually 
4 to din. wide and 4 to 5¢ thick, the half breadths in the design being 
given in the ninth) column of the, tables... The:stocks must be built 
up at each end to represent the curve or rocker of.the keel, column 
second of the tables; being straight -amidship but. rising:at.the ends. 
The keel is screwed down on the stocks, being™ wet with hot water, if 
necessary, to. aid ib in bending, and the transom is-naileéd to it.at the 

ter evd. The (centerboard.and.slot. are left.until. the boat is 
planked. The three moulds are now fixed in place and firmly braced, 
aiter which three ribbands of some :straight-grained.wood, .each 
about 1X34in,, are bent around on each side and. screwed.to the 
moulds, transom and fore end of keel, which latter takes the place of 
astem.- The oak timbers are next steamed, bent into their places 
and held by nails through the ribbands.. The method of. planking 
Bon be described next week in connection with the ‘Barnegat 
Cruiser.” : es Bile 7 

‘The builders at, Barnegat usually. timber -their boats with sawn 
frames of cedar, each 134in. square, spaced 1 foot-apart; but we give 
the method with steamed timbers, as ‘stronger and better. If sawn 
frames are-used, each is laid off fromthe lines on the floor and two 
ieces are sawed—one for each side. These meetat themiddle of the 
ceel and are joined by a short floor. _In the regular sneakbox the 
cockpit is narrow and rectangular, and may be completely closed by 
twoihatches.. Thecoammeg has a small bead. around: the outside, at 
the top, and the sides of the hatches have. similar beads around the 
inside, at the bottom. | Each: ha lf-hateh is slipped.on from the end, 
and the beads. engage each other so that the hatehes.cannot be 
Usted off, but must be slid back. A padlock and hasp holds them 
ogetner i + Taste ies) Sd 14h! : * . 

_The centerboard is one of the-most peculiar features of the craft. 
itis of the form termed ‘‘dagger board,” somewhat like a scimeter, 
and is not pivoted but simply slides up and down in anarrow case, 
being lifted out entirely and laid on the floor when- notin use, Its 
form is shown by the dotted lines in the drawing, it-being there 
represented, for economy of space, as lying on the floor in the cock- 
pit.. This board is simple, and throws.the center, of effort aft instead 
of forward,.as with the. pivoted board, thus allowing-the trunk.to be 
well in the bow and out-of the way... With, the stem.so much cut 
away and the board so far forward, the balanee of the boat. is. badly 
distributed, and must be partly. remedied. by the sail plan if the boat 
is to handle fairly well, both withana without board., The considera- 
tion of sailing trim would place the board much further aft, but it 
would encroach too much on-the-space required for sleeping, etc., so 
a@ compromise, 48 shown. is necessary. The boat is sometimes.seulled 
with one oar, and in sailing the oar is used for steering, but:a rudder 
is usually preferred for the latter purpose. The usual form of row-- 
lock is shown in the desiga: Two cleats of oak are screwed to the 
deck about 6in. apart. Each has a 5gin. hole bored,near the-outer-end 
in which an oak crosspiece turns, To this crosspiece a block is 
screwed in which is:the:socket forthe rowloek. This, block may be 
ae down on deck or swutg up and held in position by a wooden 
TAce, ss 2 , : As bagi 5 
Partly to compensate forthe low -freeboard and;-partly- as a con- 

venient stowage place for oars, guns, decoys, etc.,.a.washboard 4 or 
Sin. high is builtientirely around. the gunwale and. stern, as: will be 
shown in the Barnegat Cruiser.) This; washboard. is-sometimes fixed 
and sometimes! movable at will, and.some beats-it only.incloses the 
stern andafter half, fromthe rowlocks)aft.,'The outline of the apron 
isshowninike drawing. It is) of canvas, tacked to, the deck, and 
may be propped up with a small stick. The usual rig of the gunning 
box is ‘asmallsprit sail, that on Mr. Bishop’s boat. being 7ft. Sin. on 
foot, $ft..6ins on luff, 4ft, on head-and 9ft. 2inon-leach. ~ Of late the 
balance lug-has'been used with success on sneakboxes,.and we shall 
give plans in connection with the other hboats,.as. this.sail is a very 
eorvenient one, In 1879 a-16ft..box-was -built-by J. Kilpatrick, of 

arnegat, for sailing only, This boat, the Snark, and her suecessor "e eS rv pa BS 
the Bojum, have been used on Long Island Sound Eero : “al iT ; PORES SEEGER WEY: 
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pleasure sailing. Other boats of the same type have been built and 
used in various paris of the country for the same purpose, The plain 
sneakbox, built by baymen at idle times, may sometimes’ be had as 
low as #25, but a well built craft, completely fitted, will cost from $85 
10 $125, Among the leading builders are J. H. Rushton, of Canton, 
N, Y., who has made a specialty of finely finished sneakboxes, and J, 
DL, Gifford, of Toms River, who is building for Mr, Bishop the im- 
proved form, which we shall illustrate next week. 

BROOKLYN C. C,—The first annual dinner of the Brooklyn GC. G, 
will be held on Jan, 12, ats P. M,, at the Clarendon, Brooklyn. 

Machting. 

’ aa oHS all comnmanications to the Forest and Stream Publish- 
“ng Go, 

CRUISE OF THE COOT. 

Vil. 

west the feelings of the guiding masters in the pilot houses of 
the ferryboats were, as they peered through the morning mist 

and beheld the yellow-topped catboat still within hail, I cannot say. 
Probably they had no good will toward the little plague which had 

_ harassed them so much the previous day, with another dose in pros- 
pect. Wesoon shook company, for the tide was on the ebb and the 
wind from the west, much to the joy and relief of the solitary inhab- 
itant of the Coot. The atmosphere was warm, the day bright and 
the waters smooth. <A timely start quickly carried us beyond the 
familiar scenes of the day before, A boid rush sent us through the 
bridge, and then a long and short leg lifted the yacht around Dia- 
mond Reef and Goyernor’s Island into the open bay. Here the wind 
had enough southing to lay a straight course for the Kills, passing 
over the shoals inside of Robbin’s Reef, Great vessels lay majestic- 
ally ahead and on both sides, structures of Titan strength and tower- 
ime above the sea like massive castles in comparison with the dimin- 
jitive Coot, a mere fy to such elephants. While she rose and fell to 
along swelland tossed about her boom in ceaseless toil with the 
skipper intent upon keeping a course, the fleet of merchant vessels 
wholly ignored the commotion there was in the bay, and stately, 
steadily fioated oblivious to the turmoil the Coot was passing 
through. To therailot an imposing square-rigger crowded the crew 
to watch the little cat drive by. A hail from the mate in deep basso 
tones, ‘‘Rather cold to be out fora sail,’ brought forth the reply: 
“Ay, ay; bound to Florida.’ Again from the squarerigger: ‘‘in 
that thing? Well, by ——!” 

Those words, as if by magic, suddenly shifted the scene and per 
foree thrust before my mental gaze the reverse of the pleasing picture 
conjured up with the life and brighmess of the new born day, Like 
a cold chill down the back, it brought on a shudder and the spiritual 
baronieter took a suddeo drop clear down int?) the bulb. “Lu that 
thing?” So the Coot, my cherished little ship, was to other eyes only 
a thing! And my venture to a professional the spleen of a crank! 
Was it possible that] had been dreaming rosy air castles until the 
Mere persistence in those dreais had led me astray from stern 
reality into a realm of impracticable myth? Should I stop to recon- 
sider? Was I rushing on to ignominious failure. perhaps even to 
destruction? If the boat should not survive, woul 1? Would I care 
to? Could [trust my senses in anything at all, if in this, my partieu- 
lar sphere, ail experience, all induction was to fail, and I to find my- 
self floating helplessly about upon the hazards of flighty fancy? Had 
the cruise proposed been built upon the sands of reckless chance, and 
not as | had Aattered myself, upon the firm rock of life-long experi- 
ence and close observation scarce attaired by any one else. 
The roseate hue had dimmed and sombre thoughts now crowded 

to the fore. The voyage was a long, long one, true. But mere length 
constitutes no danger. It wasto bein unknown waters, with all the 
risks of strange navigation. ButthenI had charts, a compass, bin- 
oculars, the remnanv of a lead line and oh! a centerboard to furnish 
all the desired information on the spot as to the whereabouts of rocks 
and shoals, mudflats and gravelly bars. Surely there was no more 
trouble to expect in hitting a good, hard obstacle one thousand miles 
from home than in hitting ib right before your garden gate. But hold 
a bit, the perplexity now begins, What sort of boat had I under my 
feet? Through the rivers she might serve well enough, but how about 
the broad reaches of the lower Delaware, and worse than that, what 
was I to meet in the widesea-like waters of the great Chesapeake? An 
ocean in itself, for any small boatand a sea 225 miles long, which 
“easily botherSthe biggest of ships,’ as a condoling friend had vouch- 
saird before my departure. A yast stretch of salty expanse, which if 
“inland” by courtesy, could display its wrath in storm-capped rollers 
nevertheless. afainst whose rude assauit with tons upon tons of mo- 
mentum, the little Coot would collapse like flimsy paper, to be swal- 
lowed ata gulp without avestige left to tell the tale of destruction 
ashore. It was enough to keep her right-side-up-with-care with Boreas 
in mood benign, but if that ruthless fellow should open the bellows to 
fnil blasLand back the Qoot on alee shore, what then was I to do 
alone in a little trap which could not be forced to face a steep sea. 
but would chop off and bounce away to the lee with her model and 
Tig wholly vuadapted to cope with adverse gales and wave upon 
wave crashing over the bow? To this the answer came slow and not 
over assuring. Slink alongshore in short spurts with a harbor 
within reach Take no desperate chances in the wish to make long 
runs for display. Study the charts well beforehand and scheme out 
a plan of operations with the wind from each of the four quarters. 
Leave a loophole astern for which you can cut and run urder the 
peak of the mainsail should it come to the worst, and for the rest 
trust toluck, for bad as such advice may be, something had to be lefi to ; 
the little cherub up aloftin the cruise of the Coot singlehanded, Once 
we make Norfolk in good shape, the most serious portion of the work 
will hayé been overcome, for though Pamlico below is broad open 
water, in places three times the width of Long Island Sound, its 
length is only half that of the Chesapeake and much of itis too shoal 
to nurse very high seas, Beyond that] cared notto look, Rezions 
further south were so far away that they rose not upon my horizon 
till a later stage in the cruise. 
ThatI eould live, eat, sleep, work and be merry on board the little 

Coot was settled the first day to my satisfaction. If plain, her quar- 
ters were at least cozy and fully supplied with all I could waut for 
pastime or study. Life would be more than bare existence. It 
would be enjoyable and profitable to body and mind to the extent I 
eared to contribute to those ends. 
One cause of sore trial and tribulation of dire discomfiture which 

nesr wound up the Coot and her sailer at the start, I had not and 
acarcely conld have foreseen. It never entered into my reckoning, 
Yet so far it has proven the most dangerous foe I have had to grap- 
ple. The Coot bears the scars of the terrible war waged upon her 
sleek sides by cutting, rasping, grinding, crunching, punching ice, 
Tee solid, ice in floes, ice in chunks, ice in slivers, ice stacked four 
teet deep, ice swept up and down each tide, ice driven by the wind, 
ice grounded hard and fast, ice throwh ab the Coot in # sea, salt- 
water ice and fresh-water ice, ice in the river and ice in the canal, 
ice which threatened our destruction and caused my heart to sink in 
despair; ice which froze me ont. and nearly starved me out too, ice 
whieh I cordially detest and hate as an arch enemy to me and my 
boat, cunning, coarse, hard of heart, brutal and cowardly withal. 
Ugh! Now that lam below the belt of permanent cold, villanous ice! 
out upon you, let me kick you a farewell in contempt! Foiled in your 
dastardly attempt, we are beyond your devilish embrace, neer to en- 
ter the limits of your chilling domain again, till warm Sol pours 
down his stinging ray next spring, before which you will quail and 
dissolve, unhonored, unsung. 
The difiieulties of the eruise, I knew, would be aggravated by my 

being alone. There would beno such thing as relief at the stick, no 
warm lunches semt up from below, and often no lunches af all, 
There would be no one to cast the boat in getting under way while I 
eatted the anchor, nor to fetch articles from the cabin as they were 
wanted. No one to suggest or approve, nor extra eyes to ferret out 
marks along shore. No one to keep the boat under contro! while 
tying down a reef, nor help in hauling out earings. <All the work, 
all the wear, the management of affairs and eyery detail would 
deyolye upon oue pair of hands and one head instead of upon two or 
more. Kisk and responsibility could not be lightened by being 
divided. Iwould have to face the music and dance to any tune it 
might play. 
similar cruises that to thoroughly enjoy the sweets of victory wrung 
from the elements in open battle, ine challenge must be fought in 
individual capacity, without division of honors at the end of the 
day. 
Thus the Coot drove along, tilithe passing cloud of dismay gradu- 

ally cleared and the proposed exploit once more assumed the garb of 
downright reality. Closing in upon Constable Hook, a sharp line of 
Tips indicated the edge of the ebb flowing out of the Kills, No sooner 
‘had this been crossed than the wind fell fiatand drew out ahead in 
filful catspaws. Through these the Coot was tacked back and forth, 
and when, by working eddies close in along the petroleam docks, she 
managed to beat a clumsy lighter bound the same way, the first vic- 
tory for the Coot under the new régime, spirits had risen again to 
their wonted top notch and the mate aboard the square-rigger had 
been dropped and forgotten. Several boards weathered the Sailors’ 
Soug Harbor and then a close haul slowly took the Coot along to her 
destined anchorage off Mr, W, P, Stephens’s nautical headquarters 

But this was of my own choice, I knew from other | 

at West Brighton, on the Staten Island side of the river. Here we 
rounded to, stowed mainsail and awaited events. They were soon 
forthcoming in the shape of a yawlboat with Mr. §, at the oars, and 
in company we pulled for the shore for the rest of the day. 
On the island [ east about for a small boat totakealong. A voyage 

without a tender could not be thought of. Nothing fitting comme 
under notice, it was determined to havea skiff built without delay. 
Fortunately Messrs. McWhirter & Son, recentiv from Erith, near Lon- 
don, England, had established themselves in Stephens’s shop, ready 
for anything that might come along As builders of all sort of craft 
they had a varied and rich experience which stood me in good stead, 
Three days of calm weather set in so that nothing was lost by the de- 
lay. The way these two craftsmen set fo work and the deft manner 
in which they handled their tools was a pleasure to behold. A few 
words of explanation as what was wanted and both hoye smartly 
ahead at the job contrary to prevailing notions that English mechanics 
are slow to comprehend and execute. In two days the skiff was com- 
pleted and painted, a light, sightly and servicaable tender in every 
respect, aying put her to severe trial 1 can indorse the model and 
construction as superior to the usual run of skiffs attached to small 
vessels. She was light as a feather, rode the heaviest seas like a 
bird, was a stiff and buoyant carrier, and above all the easiest boat to 
tow Lhave ever seen. She would scarcely tauten the painter, and did 

not yaw wildly about or rush up to butt her nose against the counter 
in a following sea. She was the most satisfactory article in the 
Coot’s inventory. Without any skag aft she pulled straight and true. 
Even strangers mastered her in a few minutes. She has been the 
pack mule of the expedition and many a load of provisons has she 
ferried alongside in good shape. I do no hesitate to put off in her in 
any weather, small assheis. Her length oyer all is 7ft. 3in., beam 
across top 38ft., and 2ft. 6in. across the floor, giving 3in. flare 
tod each side. The bottom has a slight camber forward and 
but little aft, the sternboard being immersed when pulling. This, 
with round lines forward, preserves large area of Hoor and accounts 
for some of her good points. At the stem she is 12!¢in. deep, 
amidships 11%, and the sternboard is 12in., with slight rake, 
The siding was run through the mill to 3g-in. secant, and the bottom 
boards to 14-in. scant. Total cost, with 6ft. spruce oars and row- 
locks, was $15, She was fastened with brass screws. As soon as the 
Coot looks into that eagerly sought ‘‘warm weather,’’ diagrams to 
scale will be forwarded to Forest AND SrrREAM. Wherever we went 
the skiff was an object of interest and many a sly jest. To the juve- 
nile world she was a perfect delight, and more than one red-cheeked 
shayer thought the height of his ambition im life would be reached 
should he be able some day to possess her counterpart. Under way 
the skiff was always in tow. In harbor she was hauled across the 
counter, ready to slip overboard as wanted. A stop was rove through 
a hole ip the thwart each side, by which the oars were hitched to 
prevent getting adrift. This little precaution was taken after losing 
one pair during agale. Rowlocks were secured by short lanyards, 
The portability of the skiff was a strong recommendation. Upon 
landing in Philadelphia she wag carried up street half a block and 
turned bottom upward within the welcome portals of a coal yard, 
where she rested in safety from the contaminating touch of outside 
barbarians likely to overlook her delicate constitution and waive 
strict proprietary rights. I consider her preferable to collapsable 
boats of eny kind. Sheexcels them in stability, durability and ca- 
pacity for seryice and is ready in an emergency, With her astern I 
felt as independent as a lord, for I could come and go as I pleased in 
“my gig,’ and even tender her with a generous flourish to less for- 
tunate acquaintances found knocking about without such useful 
appendage, Gs Poet 

THE CRUISE OF THE PILGRIM.—II. 

BY DR. W, H. WINSLOW. 

1 ie is only twenty-five miles from Cape Aun to Portsmouth Light, 
and a small yacht can run it in four of five hours; but there are 

great possibilities of wind and storm in five hours, and it isnot com- 
fortable to reflect that there is not a harbor of refuge to leeward 
after leaving Andrew’s Point that a stranger can run into safely in an 
easterly gale without a pilot, and only one or two with; and who 
would find a pilot out in the bight in an easterly? If Il were caught 
out there I should run to Portsmouth or Rockport, even though [ 
had to beat to windward, and not trust mysef anywhere near the 
shifting, treacherous sands of the coast from Halibut Point to Whale’s 
Back. And here a cutter would save her crew while a shallow skim- 
mer would go ashore; and, because one is liable to be caught in just 
such a pinch some time, it is, in my opinion, necessary that all small 
eruisers should be very strong, narrow, iron-keeled boats. 1 shall 
tell after a while what a scrape we got into and got out of safely. 
We had a fine run across the bight, made the Isles of Shoals and 

Little Boar’s Head, and kept closer inshore to avoid the sea and the 
heavy puffs which came off every few minutes and buried our lee rail 
several inches, We passed the yacht Echo. going south, and hoisted 
our club signal and the yacht ensign; but the two sleepy fellows 
aboard evidently did not understand sea etiquette and did not chan fe 
their lounging attitudes. It was well we carried on during the squalls, 
because the wind died out toward sunset and we barely got inside 
Portsmouth Light at 6 P. M. re. se 
The mouth of the Piscataqua is wide and roomy, and itis easy to 

enter after dark because of the two excellent lights and the simple 
courses to run. One should havea good wind on full ebb tide, as 
thig is augmented by the river current and is very strong. 
Where to anchor was the question after we passed Portsmouth 

Light—we supposed Portsmouth, and sailed on against an ebb tide, 
the wind having freshened somewhat. Buoys were passed upon 
either hand and we felt quite confident. We went around Pull and- 
be-damned Point, upon the left bank, struck a frightful current and 

_Pepperell’s Cove, 

eddy, the rudder and sails ceased to act and the Pilgrim turned com- 
pletely around upon her heel avd was almost swept upon the rocks. 
Frank, my yachtsman assistant, tried to steer and became pale and 
demoralized. We headed toward the other bank and then reached 
by the profane point and made way slowly through a tumult of 
waves and mimic maelstromsio trembling apprehension of another 
whirligig; but arrived near 4 beacon, and, as there were no yessels in 
the river im front of the city, we kept to starboard and anchored close 
up to the Navy Yard, where we knew there was shelter from the 
river current below an island. The yard had two hulks and a tug- 
boat at the docks; the houses below it were windowless and deserted ; 
there was only a gruff shipkeeper ashore who forbade our landing and 
said we would probably get our anchor caught in the large ship’s 
moorings around us. Theriverraged between us and the city we 
wished to visit, where a few vessels were seen tied up to the wharves, 
and we saw that we must trust only to an anchor in the bread ex- 
panse of rushing waters, and that the anchorage for the city was 
really down river. 

I must confess that I felt homesick when I looked around upon 
desolation and danger, and the prospect of spending Sunday near the 
vacant piers and the great ghostly ship house, and this was not 
lessened by the conclusion that we would be obliged to do without 
fresh milk and bread, and the pleasant run ashore. So when Frank 
said, ‘‘Let’s go down river again while we can,"’ I concluded to have 
the danger of gomg down river over before we slept, that we might 
have restful slumber, and to seek a more hospitable and peaceful 
anchorage. The anchor was raised by willing hands and the danger- 
ous point was passed safely by following the example and the shouts 
of a boatman, and we reached a broad, shallow cove in the right 
bank, a little distance above Cod Rock and in front of New Castile 
village, and anchored by lead in three fathoms, about 8 P. M. 
Two boys started immediately upon a foraging expedition, and 

returned in an hour with milk, bread and pies; the delicious Java, 
fried flitech and hot beans were ready, and we had such a supper upon 
deck at 9 P. M. as makes my mouth water even now. Then we elders 
smoked and talked, while the boys grew sleepy. Frank said, “IT 
would not have stayed up in that hole over Sunday for a hundred 
dollars. It is the meanest place I was ever in, and I wish never to 
see itagain.” I agreed somewhat with him, and we all turned in, 
happy that the wind was low, the water quiet, and the little Pilgrim 
sheltered by jutting points from the wild currents. 
Sunday, our first aboard, was a beautiful day, and we exposed all 

the clothes and bed-clothes upon the deck to the breeze and sun for 
hours, and gave the cabin a good cleaning and airing. I took three 
boys and went up the river on the food tide about ten o’eclock, in- 
spected the Kittery navy yard from the boat, had a little walk in Kit- 
tery Foreside and in Portsmouth, and returned upon the ebb tide to 
the yacht at4o’clock. Then we had lunch and Frank and Bert took 
the boat and visited the shore and the ruins of Fort Constitution, and 
brought back several hermit crabs, mussels, whelks and curious peb- 
bles and stones. 
_Talways supposed the Kittery navy yardto be at Kittery, but the 

little village behind the yard is called Kittery Foreside, while Kittery 
roper is near the mouth of the river fromting on Pepperell’s Cove, 
he banks of the river and its estuary are rocky, and the land rolls 

back in grassy hills, fringed and broken by lines and groves of trees, 
There are many pretty houses scattered oyer the landscape, and an 
immense summer hotel looms up across the cornfields to the south, 
located upon a little arm of the sea called Little Harbor, Kittery 
has several summer hotels and a very picturesque appearance and 
location, and New Castle, near the old fort opposite, is a primtuive 
little settlement, having a fine outlook seaward. There is quite an 
area of water from the bridge above Portsmouth to the outer buoys 
of the river, and the shores furnish sufficient fine scenery and points 
of interest to make it a pleasant cruising ground for a small boat for 
one season. It would not takelong to learn to take advantage of 
the currents and tides. One should always remember in going 
against the tide either way to give the profane point a wide berth. 
Iwas up at 5 o’clock the next morning to take advantage of the 

tail end of the ebb tide, and shouted down the gangway, ‘'All hands 
make gail!” then while the sleepy fellows were rubbing their eyes 
and getting into their clothes, 1 hoisted the mainsail and jib, sot up 
the light anchor and catted ir, and trimmed sheets to the light land 
breeze to the right bank of the river. The tide helped us by the fort 
and inuer light, when the breeze freshened and we began to heat out 
in company with the cutter Iris, ef Boston, which started out from 

She had her sails all set except the jibtopsail, yet 
we gave her a square race and beat her badly out to the outer buoy 
where we turned north and she turned south. This gave us a good 
appetite for breakfast, and then we went bowling up the coast in a 
lively manner. It féli calm toward noon and we had barely crept up 
to Wells, when the wind came out northeast and threatening, and we 
headed for Kennebunkport, not being able to get up to the harbor 
near Cape Porpoise. : 
We steered in shore toward the hotels until it became a flat calm 

then we took the boatahead and towed the little cutter to prevent 
her drifting toward Fishing Rocks, which are very dangerous, till a 
breeze sprung up and we could steer toward the obscure entrance. 
After passing a rocky promontory (Kennebunk Point) we could see 
the great Goyernment piers, which are granite walls 40ft. high and 
200Ft. long, one upon each bank of the opening. to confine the river 
to a fixed Sane and keep it deep enough for hght draftnavigati on, 
When we were heading for the entrance between the piers, a very 
heayy squall came upon us off the land. The sea had floated us almost 
in line with the western pier, but the squall filled our sails upon the 
portside, and we were steering toward the eastern or right pier, 
when a boat with two men came alongside and one of them, a pilot, 
shouted, ‘Port your helm, quick! Give her sheet] You are almost 
ashore on the sand bar.’ ‘The wind blew and the rain poured in 
torrents, but we sped from the danger and found good anchorage 
between the eastern pier and the point to wait for high tide. e 

“were within ben feet of going ashore in a long, lazy sea, when the 
pilot spoke, and would have grounded between the piers had we at- 
tempted to run in then. The squall subsided into a drizzling rain, we 
rolled about outsides tivo hours, and then the ‘pilot took usin safely 
and tied us up toa wharf upon the left bank. Itis safest to hug the 
right side and eastern pier till abreast of the outer head of the western 
pier, then run up the middle of the passage, and, after passing the 
Biers keep well oyer to the left bank (right hand) and tie up to the 
WwW 

Tt is impossible to lay at anchor in the channel; the tide rises and 
falls with great rapidity; the current has absolute control except at 
slack water; boats can not pull and vessels cannot sail against it, and 
oue must tie up with al! the rest or run up the river, Itis a crooked 
shallow river. The town is three-quarters of a mile up on the left 
bank, and pretty villas line the bank all along to the half dozeu 


