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A BLIND FOR THE SNEAK SHOOTER 
AUGUST, 1921 

THE DUCK HUNTER, ANTICIPATING THE SPORT OF THE FALL, SHOULD 
PREPARE NOW TO BUILD HIS RIG AND BLIND FOR SHOOTING DAYS TO COME 

go to the bays, lakes or marshes for 
a week-end or a week or two of 

hunting in the fall usually follow the 
line of least resistance and confine their 
kind of shooting to Jump, Pass or Point, 
according to the layout and location of 
their shooting ground. The three meth- 
ods named are really the simpler ways 
of duck shooting and from which the 
duck shooter graduates, as he becomes 
more proficient, to the more difficult 
forms of hunting, provided, of course, 
he cares to go to the trouble and ex- 
pense. 

The other methods I have in mind are 
known as “Layout” and “Sneak” shoot- 
ing. Neither of the last mentioned meth- 
ods are used until after the river or 
Jake ducks come down from the North 
which, usually, in the lower lake region 
of Michigan, is around October the 
twelfth or fifteenth. Mallards and other 
marsh ducks will not decoy well enough 
in open water to make it worth while to 
hunt them, though I have had mallards 
decoy to a layout “set” just as prettily 
as any red-head or blue-bill, and have 
killed quite a number that way. Widgeon, 
too, will swing over close enough for a 
shot and will often decoy well. 
Jump shooting is good sport. About 

all that is needed is a good, light punt 
and a gun. A dog is often of good serv- 
ice in retrieving cripples or dead birds 
that fall in the high grass or rushes. 

Good jump shooting can be ,jhad on 
large wild rice beds early in the season 
or, in fact, any time and place when 
ducks come into the marshes to feed. 

Pass shooting is usually done early in 
the morning or just before dusk, favorite 
places being channels connecting lakes 
or points in the line of flight used by 
ducks coming in or leaving the marshes 
at dusk or early in the morning. Good 
shooting may also be had on stormy 
days when the ducks are kept moving 
and are flying low. 

Point shooting over decoys is probably 
well enough known to most hunters to 
need but little comment. It is probably 
the best and easiest method of shooting 
ducks. Having a good point with the 
proper wind and in the line of flight, one 
can usually get a good day’s shoot and 
gather in a good bag. 

The only objection to point shooting 
is that, after a short time, they are 
usually “burned out.” Hunters, good, 
bad and indifferent will be after the good 
points every day and after having been 
shot at every day for a week or two the 
ducks learn to give the points a wide 
berth. Also, it may happen that after 
the first severe frost the rushes on the 
points are so broken down by the hunt- 
ers and storms as to no longer afford 
good cover. This is especially true of 
points that are formed from rushes grow- 
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ing out in the water. On land points it 
is not at all difficult to build a blind that 
is not too conspicuous; and in making 
blinds always remember that the blind 
must not be in too great contrast to the 
surroundings. 

Perhaps you are hunting from a shore 
that has no good shooting points but 
where the ducks feed some distance out 
in the bay or lake. It is at this time and 
under the conditions just named that 
layout and sneak shooting really come 
into their own though they were as ef- 
fective, and probably more so, when the 
shooting was good on the points. But 
why go way out into the lake to hunt 
when you can get the ducks to come to 
you on the points? I do but very little 

Gathering a double 

outside shooting until the ducks start to 
shy the points. 

Shooting from a layout is great sport 
but a man must be quick to rise to a 
sitting position and in getting his gun to 
bear on the birds. 

Layout boats, built specially for the 
purpose, are narrow, box-shaped affairs 
with the deck extending from six to ten 
inches beyond the sides and built so as 
to be nearly flush with the surface of the 
water. The weight of the gunner brings 
the underside of the deck even with the 
water. On stormy days a canvas comb- 
ing is raised to keep out the water which 
may wash over the deck. 

This method of shooting requires two 
men and a larger boat or launch to 
carry the hunters and decoys to the 
shooting ground which, depending on lo- 
cality and general conditions, is some- 
times a good distance out in the lake or 
bay. But at best, a rowboat is necessary 
to carry the decoys and tow the layout. 

The man in the rowboat must also 
anchor at a distance from the gunner in 
order to pick up dead birds and to chase 
cripples. 

Before setting out decoys for layout 
shooting it is always a good policy to 
get a line on the flight of the ducks or 
to set out where the ducks have been 
feeding or bedding. Arriving at the se- 
lected spot the layout boat is anchored 
in position and the decoys are thrown 
ahead to form a crescent, bringing the 
cnds in toward the boat on each side. 
This method of setting will give the 
shooter a better chance at the birds that 
“swing the ends.” 

Until recently there was no limit to 
the number of decoys that could be set 
out in Michigan waters. The law now 
says you may use only fifty and it is, 
therefore desirable that they be placed 
to the best advantage. When properly 
set, the boat should lie from twenty to 
twenty-five yards away from the ends 
and centre of the decoys. When it is 
possible to use more than fifty decoys 
they can be set close in and around the 
front and sides of the boat. Ducks will 
decoy better to a larger flock of decoys 
and will not notice the boat so readily, 
though it seems that on certain days they 
wouldn’t decoy if you had a thousand de- 
coys out. I have never been able to 
understand why this is. In fact, I think 
that any one who can figure out just how 
ducks reason is a wonder. 
When coming in to the decoys there is 

no doubt but that they see the boat but, 
apparently pay no attention to it, they 
being intent on finding a place to light 
in the flock or, at least, giving them 
the “once over.” All of this when the 
ducks are in a mood to decoy. Other- 
wise, about the best you can get is a few 
shots at the birds that swing the ends 
with, occasionally, a single that sails 
right in and has it’s wings all set to 
light when, if you are quick enough, you 
finish the operation for it with a load 
of number fives. 

I have done layout shooting in a fif- 
teen-foot boat of good beam, setting 
about twelve inches above the water. 
Most of the layout shooting on the lower 
part of Saginaw Bay is done from the 
larger boats. The ducks seem to decoy 
as well and one can carry his own de- 
coys and pick up his own ducks. 

F the utmost importance in layout 
shooting is that the gunner lie per 
fectly still until the ducks have 

come in as close as they will-or have set 
their wings to light. The shooter should 
then be able to rise to a sitting position 
and to bring his gun on the ducks in 
one motion. No time can be lost as the 
birds sure get “in high” when a man bobs 
up from an innocent looking boat that, to 
them, as they are flying, probably ap- 
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pears to be some object drifting with 
the wind or current. I have had singles 
come in and light, or attempt to do so, 
while I was sitting up in the boat sky 
gazing, but I wasn’t moving. An object 
doesn’t really mean much to a duck until 
he sees it move. Many good shots at 
birds have been lost by hunters who 
could not sit or lie still until the bird 
came within range. I once had a good 
trap shooter but a novice at duck shoot- 
ing out hunting with me. I marked a 
mallard heading straight in though still 
a long way from the decoys. I cautioned 
my friend to be ready, telling him that 
“a duck is heading in.” He raised up 
above the blind and, taking aim, waited, 
or started to wait for the duck to fly 
right up to him and give him a shot: 
maybe he thought he was at the traps. 
He didn’t get a shot but I gave him a nice 
little lecture and a few words of ad- 
vice. When I got through he told me 
that he didn’t know there was so much 
to learn about duck shooting. 

There isn’t such a great deal to know 
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law covering the subject one hundred to 
one hundred and twenty-five makes a 
good sized flock. The shooting ground, 
as in layout shooting, should be on the 
feeding or bedding ground, or in the line 
of flight. The flock may be mixed, using 
blue-bill, red-head and canvasback to- 
gether, though it is not a bad plan to 
keep the different species by themselves. 
They should be set either in square or 
rectangular form with an open space 
eight or ten feet running through the 
center through which you guide your 
boat when coming down. 

The types of boats vary in general 
design; they are fifteen or sixteen feet 
long and from thirty to thirty-six inches 
beam and from eight to twelve inches 
above the water line. The cockpit is 
roomy as usually two men hunt from the 
boat and there must be space for the 
decoys also. The boat is pointed at 
both ends for, when “lying back” the 
boat is anchored from the stern. 

Next in importance to the boat and 
decoys, and that which really makes 
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but a man must be patient and, above 
all, must learn to keep down until he is 
ready to shoot. 

Sneak shooting is all action but, as 
in all forms of duck shooting, all move- 
ment must be concealed. Sneak shooting 
is a game for the veteran hunter. It 
requires plenty of hard work, good 
judgment and quick action. 

Before going further a few words on 
the equipment necessary will be in place. 

HE decoys should be much larger 
than those used for other forms of 
shooting. For comparison, I will state 

that I have canvasback decoys as large as 
live wild geese. The ducks will hold better 
with the larger decoys. The bottoms 
should be flat and well weighted, or fitted 
with a metal or wooden fin, or keel, to 
prevent them from rolling in roughwater. 
It is not absolutely necessary to have 
the larger decoys but they answer the 
purpose better. The larger your de- 
coys, of course, the fewer you can carry 
unless you have a launch to take you to 
your shooting ground. The number will 
necessarily vary according to the laws 
of the state in which you hunt. In 
Michigan, as before stated, the legal 
number is fifty, but where there is no 
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sneak shooting possible, is the sneak 
blind. This, usually, is made of canvas 
and extends twelve or fifteen inches from 
each side of the boat and is from twelve 
to eighteen inches high, depending on the 
depth of the cockpit. The canvas is 
trimmed on the bottom of blind to fit 
the shape of deck and extends to the 
water to hide any movement of the 
paddle. Perhaps a description of a type 
of blind would be of interest. Since 
these blinds are mostly home-made af- 
fairs, built to suit the fancy and type 
of boat of the hunter using it, there is 
no real standard shape or size. The 
type shown in drawing is one that can 
be easily made in an hour or so at a cost 
that ought not to exceed two dollars. 

Consider that the blind is intended to 
conceal you and your movements when 
paddling or steering your boat and you 
will not have much trouble in designing 
it to fit your boat. Determine just how 
wide you want to make the blind by judg- 
ing how far over the side you wiil reach 
when paddling. The height can best be 
judged by the depth of the cockpit. It 
should be high enough tc cover the head 
of the gunner in the front of the boat, 
who should be kneeling and leaning for- 
ward or on hands and knees. The peep 
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holes should not ve cut until after blind 
has been finished and set up in boat and 
you have gauged the proper place for 
them by taking the position you would 
use in watching the flock as the man 
paddling brings you down on the birds, 
They should, in any case, be cut low 

enough so that the observer’s head will 
be down behind the blind. The blind I 
am about to describe is of simple con- 
struction but it will be serviceable and 
will answer the purpose. After having 
built this blind and used it you will, no 
doubt, see room for improvement and 
alterations to fit your particular beat. 
As mentioned before, there is no standard 

pattern; each hunter building his blind 
to fit his boat and to suit his own ideas 
without departing from the primary idea 
of the purpose for which it is intended. 

OR the blind that I have in mind all 
that is needed are two yards of can- 
vas, two pine edgings % x 1%” x 

6’, one piece of ash or oak %” x 2” x 2’, 
one medium size strap hinge, one hasp 
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and staple, some screws and tacks, and 
three or four pounds of lead which can 
be melted and poured to form two strips 
to be used as weights for the canvas 
flaps that extend to the water on each 
side of the boat. Determine how high 
you want your blind by the depth of 
your cockpit and height of combing at 
the bow of your boat, remembering that 
the deeper the cockpit the lower the blind 
should be, but make it as low as possi- 
ble. Lay strips at desired distance apart 
and screw on upright directly in center. 
Fasten on hinge so that joint will come 
on bottom edge of bottom bar. The can- 
vas can then be tacked on, leaving sur- 
plus on bottom to be trimmed when 
blind is set up, to fit around combing and 
deck and for the flaps that drop to the 
water. Saw through upright from in- 
side to meet joint of hinge. 

Two small blocks will have to be 
screwed on inside of upright, just above 
and below bottom bar, to bring it flush 
with lower bar so that the hasp and 
staple can be fastened on. The hasp is 
used to hook up blind with lower part of 
upright to keep blind up when going 
down to your decoys. When up to the 
decoys and ready to shoot, the hasp is 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 370) 
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3-WAY REEL Cast and Wind In 
BEETZSEL | Nothing to Touch 
Level Winder, 

Spool, Free 
Automatic 
German Silver, 
Burnished Steel Axles, 
Bronze Bearings, 
Jeweled Oil Caps, 
Quadruple, 
Ss. Handle—Forward, 
100 Yards—Drag. 

When the cast is made noth- 
ing moves but the spool. The 
forked block drops and the line 
runs free from spool to rod guide. 
Touching the handle to wind in 
brings the block as shown. OUR 
guarantee is: that no angler can 
buy any one thing for $20 or 
MORE that will give as much 
joy. Bar nothing. 

Thumber, 

REDIFOR ROD & REEL CO. 
Price ‘Still $20 

BROAD WATER, VA. 
Large modern Bungalow, snugly set in shrub- 

bery and ornamental pines; water permit; private 
dock; sun parlors; 2 bathrooms; large living room; 
6 bed chambers completely furnished; 15 aores 
of nice cleared land. This property is within 
10 minutes from the best wild duck shooting and 
fishing between the capes of Virginia and Dela- 
ware. Excellent Country, large Summer Colony, 
convenient to N. Y. P. & N. Railroad. Shoot- 
ing and fishing grounds of the late ex-President 
Cleveland. Recently owned by well-to-do oity 
folks. Price right on accommodating terms. 

Apply JAMES W. DOWNING 
P. O. MAPPSBURG, VA. 

Telegraph Office (Western Union) Exmore, Va, 

RUSSELLS 
“NEVER LEAK” 
Thebuilt-for-hard-knocks | 
boot that sportsmen 
swear by—soft, easy-fit- 
ting and as near water- 
proof as a leather boot 
can be. 

Made to meas- 
ure from best 

quality 
chrome- 
tanned 
leathers. 

Ifyour dealer 
doesn’t carry 
RUSSELL’S, 

y write us for 
a catalog. 

iy W.C.RUSSELL 
7 MOCCASIN 

co. 
612 Wisconsin St. 
BERLIN, WIS. 

In Writing to Advertisers mention Forest and Stream. 

STONELEIGH COURT, WASHINGTON, BD. C. 

BACK TO NATURE | 
Send for Complete List 

New Lee Army Unionalls $2.7: 
New Auto Strop $5 Razor with 12 Blades.. 
New Army Unionalls 
Red Cross All-Wool Socks 
New U. S. Army McClellan Saddles 
New Army Wrist Watches 
New Gillette $5 Razors, with 12 blades.... 
New Army Hip Boots 
Army Shelter Tents... 
Army Wool Blankets.. 
Army Ponchos 
Officers’ Shoes 
Navy Shoes 
Army Shoes 
New Army Mess 
New Army Canteens 
Army Cartridge Belts 
Army Mosquito Tents 
Army Pack Carrier 
Canvas Leggings 
Wrap Leggings 
Army Co‘ton Breeches 7 | 
Army Wool Breeches 5 | 
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Campaign Hats 
Army 0. D. Shirts, New 
BEING THON FIG oo. 58s si0icin wecciae secees 
New 9 x 9 Navy Tent, complete 

Poles, Fly, Carrying Bag, 12 lbs. 2 oa 
We Carry All Size Tents. 
Money Cheerfully Refunded. 

CHARLES B. EASO!P | 
235 Flatbush Avenue, Sroulden | 

mace 2 ppsRED 
\ MAUL PIPES OF THE OSST 
IMPORTED Roor 

PIPE SHOP 
BRET GROADWAY 
cor. Reade St. N.Y. 

{Match the Tang of the Country Air 
with luncheons of delicious 

SMITHFIELD HAMS 

By Parcel Post, direct to you 
at seventy-five cents per 
pound. 

American Produce Exchange 
Dept. ‘0’’, Richmond, Va. 

‘THE HAM 
THAT MADE 
VIRGINIA 
FAMOUS” 

“ye Dignified. Exclusive Profession 
ct not overrun with competitors. 

Crowded with opportunity for 
ae money-making and big fees. 

= ~+~ $5000 to $10,000 incomes attained 
id ase experts. Easy to master under our 

correspondence methods. Diploma award- 
ed. We assist students and graduates in 

getting started and developing their businesses. Hetab- 
lished 1915. Write for our Book B-21; it will open 
your eyes. Do it today. 

American Landscape School, 21 B, Newark, New York. 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 345) 

unhooked and the wind causes blind ty 
drop forward on the deck of the boat, 
giving the hunter a clear view and plenty 
of room to shoot. On front end of cock. 
pit make a socket to take squared lower 
end of upright. This should be made gp 
that upright will fit snugly to prevent 
blind from turning in the wind. After 
you have set blind up on your boat, cut 
out balance of canvas to fit snugly over 
deck of boat and around combing. Weight 
the bottom of flaps with lead and your 
blind is ready with the exception of a 
white or light gray coat of paint. 

Should the blind extend too far on 
the sides, the ends can be cut off to the 
proper length. 

A short paddle is a necessary part of 
the outfit as a long handled paddle 
would show above the blind. The boat 
should be fitted with a hook on the stern 
to which the anchor line can be fastened, 
The anchor line should have a buoy at- 
tached near boat so that line will float 
and at the same time be marked. This 
will save hauling anchor each time. The 
boat, paddle and blind should be painted 
white or light gray. The hunters should 
wear a white suit of overalls such as 
used by painters or plasterers. It is 
not absolutely necessary to wear white 
and, often, not practical, but it is less 
conspicuous should you, by any chance, 
show above or from sides of blind. 

OW, assume that you have made 
blind and are all rigged out for 
sneak shooting, The boat is load- 

ed with decoys and all made ready the 
night before. You start out not too early 
in the morning as sneak shooting isn’t 

With point shoot 
ing you are up long before daylight and 
on your way to your favorite point. If 
you are lucky, you get there first and 

throw out the decoys and wait for day- 
light and what ducks may come your 
way. In sneak shooting or layout shoot 
ing, it is not necessary to start so early 
unless your cottage is a long way from 
the shooting ground, for you will want 
to see how the ducks are moving before 
you “set in.” Arriving at the shooting 
ground and having decided just wher 
you will set the decoys you proceed with 
the following operation, remembering 

that opening for your boat running 
through the decoys: 
We will presume that the ducks ar 

flying in good shape so you speed up ani 
are just a little excited. The decoys ar 
set to your satisfaction so you row back 
about two hundred yards to the wind 
ward directly back of your decoys, 4 
lowing for the drift of the current, #f 
any, as the main thing is to come down 

on your decoys in as straight a course 8 ™ 

possible—tacking should be avoided. Ge 
ting back the proper distance you thror 
the anchor and hook line to the stern d 
the boat. Next, you set up your blind, 
hooking it with hasp and staple to kee? 
it upright. The guns are loaded and yo 
identify you. 


