By J. R. Nowling

LD-TIMERS along New Jersey’s

south shore are likely to tell you
the little outboard garveys that prowl
their shallow waters in all seasons of the
year were named for a Frenchman
called Gervais—but the younger gen-
eration insists that Bob Guenther, a
young masonry contractor at Beach
Haven, rates most of the credit for the
garvey’s current popularity.

Actually, the garvey is styled some-
what along the lines of the Barnegat
sneakbox, favored by clammers for
generations. Probably the most signifi-
cant difference is underwater: the
sneakbox has a rounded bottom, the
garvey is flat side to side while curving
very gently front to back.

Garveys have been built in many
sizes, ranging from Guenther’s olive-
drab 11-footers to cumbersome 30-
footers. Lately, though, you rarely see
one bigger than 13-ft.

Guenther built his first garvey nine
years ago after trying and rejecting
various stock hulls. Bob wanted a craft
that would meet the extremely exacting

October, 1967

The Gunther Gare

demands of a dedicated hunter and
fisherman who spends most of his time
scouting Jersey’s wetlands and hand-
deep channels. His boat had to be swift,
sturdy, maneuverable, shallow-running
and easily trailered.

As it turned out, the design that
Guenther finally developed by patient
trial and error in his garage workshop
caught the fancy of his buddies in a
small hunting-fishing club that owns or
leases 500 acres of Jersey marsh. So, as
soon as Bob finished his own boat, he
started to work filling the orders of his
friends.

To date, well over a dozen blunt-
bowed garveys have rolled off the make-
shift Guenther production line. All but
two measure 11-ft. long and cost about
$100 to build; Bob also made two 13-
footers by special request.

The Guenther garvey will run in 6 in.
of water. It is built of plywood coated
with fiberglass. The deck, slightly
crowned, is enclosed around an amid-
ships cockpit big enough to let a hunter
recline. A canvas spray shield keeps the

117




DECK RIBS 3" x WIDT

;

= &

S T
FOR & RISE AT COCKPIT L e ‘5
| 1 X 8 ¥ 7] $TRINGER o
1x4 % - E 2% o
STRINGER P 1Y L
N\ 5 bt
T Ll | T [l fpi
o e e et et ’-I--_q_"_ 2 = 2 “/__‘__ 1
i e i i T e e
COCKPIT WITH | Diviper i‘DECK - [P
cn:ms COVER ! el P >~ W
| {EJL il
[E - | HOOKEYE
A | - r i HOLD " ;: | e
— ; s R & W P T
et i o 2 R ——
3%” RACKBD.
- b L4 o
RS
N xo
Bl /
[ [ 2" 0AK g‘%
' ot A
ROD / = % RACK
HOLD 1x9 BOARDS
BB CATTING
%” PLY DECK 114
ok
= T T T S BREAY. T — :"7-—
1br H ; e | SES | A D O
1 x 2 BATTEN T I
= B L PLYW. FLOOR. 1x1 v 0 0]
1 x 3 BOTTOM RIBS 1 x 4 STRINGER
. LONGITUDINAL SECTION Flar p
i e : ONE FOOT SOUARES 8
BOTTOM VIEW—BELOW 3” PLY
| scRew 37 x 127 SiDES T0 RiBS o
] HiEl 144 1 = e
BOTTOM BATTEN "
RIBS —H STRINGER |- = :
1x ¥5 14 o e
F / nmet |
___________ o o S et L W e o o R LR EL
{ 1l | i van [ L A
TEONT T et x e Sowie (- S e A a0y L
! X R 3" MARINE PLYWOOD BOTTOM
RSTEUL T TH WITH BRASS CAP SCREW T0 SIDES ONLY [ 95
2 HAU 1" 1 (eSS ! 1 | 4% oo}
-~ ___Lh_ ! (i e | 1
gl 3 L |

%” x %" RUS RAIL

118

: BOTTOM VIEW—ABOVE 37 MARINE PLYWOCD BOTTON

Mechanix Illustrated




e e 8 i e e s e NS g A 44 b i o e

A AR o PPy o 4 ik i

BN TSI IE T IO VS e

BEND SIDES into shape, fasten temporarily.
Then turn over hull, install bottom frames.

LONGITUDINAL STRINGERS in place. Note
the 1 by 9-in. support blocks for the oarlocks.

DECE RIBS should be put in with hull in
upright position. Marine glue all joints.

DECK PLANKING should be fastened in
place with glue and #14 anchorfast nails.

Qty.
Marine ply
(bottom) 1
Exterior ply (deck) 1
Stringers 1
Deck framing 1
Sides 2
Bottom framing 1
Side hattens 2
Cockpit trim 1
Quarter-round trim 3
Catting 1

BILL OF MATERIALS

Size

4 X 124t X 3&-in.

4 X 124t. X Ya-in.
T-n. X 44in. X 14-ft.
3a-in. X 8-in. X 204t.
Ya-in. X 124n. X 12-t.
. X 3-in. X 26-ft.
14n. X 2-in. X 10-t.
1-in. X 6. X 124t.
Yain. X 12t

14, X 9-in. X 34t

Stern beard
Stern backup
beard
Outboard rack
Trim for rails
Bottom runners

Fiberglass cloth 15yds. 10-0z. cloth

Super polyester
resin

Brass hooks
and eyes

aty. Size -
1 Y4-in. X 124n. X 44t
1 34-in. X 104n. X 14t
1 156-in. X 10-in. X 16-n.
1 34-in. X 34-in. X 241t
1 3%in. X 3-in. X 24t

3pal
10 3in.
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AFTER HULL is fiberglassed. install bottom
runners, cockpit coamings and rack boards.
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operator dry. Sides of the garvey flare
for lift, and the bottom is lined with
three brass-capped runners for ground-
ing and stability. Removable panels
(called rack boards) lining the stern
deck allow plenty of room for a large
supply of decoys.

Proving the garvey can take plenty of
punishment, Guenther “invented” a
sport of his own—jumping his craft
across narrow mudflats. This ealls for
ramming a sloped mud bank at full
throttle and hurtling through the air
into the water on the other side. Bob’s
best jump has been 42 feet—but he is
confident that mark will fall when he
gets a bigger motor than 18 hp. ®

LARGE SCALE PLANS

for this speedy duck boat are avail-
able from: MI Plans Service, Fawceit
Bldg., Greenwich, Conn. 06830. Price
is $3. Please specify Guenther Garvey,
Plan GG-10-67. :
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